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Headteacher’s Welcome

Head of Senior School

Tonyrefail Community School is a £45 Million
pound state-of-the-art new school that has
been designated a Sixth Form Centre of
Excellence. The outstanding facilities are
matched by excellent teaching with the school
being placed in the top 10% of all schools
in the UK at A level. Alongside this focus on
high aspiration and performance you will be
joining a school where every member of staff is
committed to getting you to the destination of
your choice. We will provide every opportunity
for you to develop the skills required to achieve
your ambitions. Parents and students chose
to join us because alongside our focus on your
subject specific achievement we also support
your individual talents and interests ensuring
that you reach your potential and set your
sights high.

At Tonyrefail Community School, we have
confidence that our students will grow and
succeed in Sixth Form, and leave with the skills,
qualifications and the determination to lead and
succeed in whatever future pathway they take.

As a member of our school you will benefit
from the support of highly talented staff who
are committed to your happiness and success.
We will celebrate the good at all times and
support you to develop as individuals with an
ability to articulate your learning and showcase
your creativity and talent. You will work in an
encouraging atmosphere surrounded by the
optimism and aspiration of people confident in
your capacity to succeed.

We are confident that students will enjoy the
challenge of learning here and, as our track record
suggests, perform very well academically.

We very much look forward to welcoming you
to our school and getting to know you better.

Heather Nicholas
Headteacher
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As a successful, passionate and caring school we
know that new students to Sixth Form settle in
well and form strong friendships. This is a major
strength of our school community.
Highly dedicated and experienced sixth form staff
are committed to helping our students develop
their talents in all aspects of academic, cultural
and social life. The sixth form will offer a variety
of extracurricular opportunities to develop skills
and interests whether they be in music, sport,
performing arts or other aspects of the curriculum.

We look forward to welcoming you into the Sixth
Form family!

Vicky Morgan
Head of Senior School

Why Study with Us?

Meet the Team

Fantastic Facilities

The new Sixth Form Centre of Excellence will have state
of the art facilities such as;
• Coffee Shops
• Lecture Theatre
• Social Break Out Area
• Learning Resource Area
• Multi Use Gym Facilities
• Open Learning Area
• Sports Hall
• Acoustic Learning Pods
• 3G Pitch
• Drama Studio
• Swimming Pool
• Recording Studio

Dedicated Academic
& Pastoral Staff

The sixth form tutor team are a dedicated and
enthusiastic group of staff who are always available
if you need advice or guidance. You will be provided
with first class support when preparing for the
UCAS application process or for job and
apprenticeship applications.

Huw Morris
Deputy Head of Senior School

Opportunities to Succeed

Here at Tonyrefail, we ensure that every student has
opportunity to succeed by providing a range of exciting
academic and extra-curricular opportunities. The sixth
form take a leading role in school life and are often at the
forefront of school events, clubs and committees.
As part of our careers service we offer advice and
practical support for all learning pathways such as
university applications, apprenticeships and entering
the world of work. This includes;
• Support, advice and guidance from our dedicated
Careers Wales Advisor
• UCAS support for applications and personal statements
• Live webinars with professionals from various fields
• Masterclasses with employers/local businesses
• Mock interviews
• Work experience and careers events

Anna Morris
Attendance & Curriculum Officer
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Results

Opportunites

The school has achieved excellent results and has
remained in the top 10% in the UK for the last
three years

Headline Figures
Tonyrefail

RCT

Wales

871.9

722.4

739.0

3 A* - A

22.6

10.3

13.4

3 A* - C

77.4

54.6

58.1

A* - A

36.5

A* - C

88.9

Average Wider
Points Score

• Top 10% of all schools in the UK at A Level for
the third year running*
• 45.8% Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diplomas
were A*-A
• Every single student went to their first
choice university.
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*ALPS Data

Whilst in the Sixth Form, you can take part in a
huge range of activities that will help you to really
stand out from the crowd after you leave school.
Some of the activities our students take part in
are:
• Careers events
• Charities Committee and fundraising
• Community involvement
• Debating and public speaking competitions
• Duke of Edinburgh Awards
• Eco Committee
• Enrichment Activities
• First aid qualifications
• Football
• International trips
• IT technical support
• Learning champions
• Literacy and numeracy support in local
primary schools
• Netball
• Peer mentoring
• Pupil voice
• Reading support
• Rugby
• Senior Prefect Team
• Seren Hub and More Able and Talented activities
• Sixth Form Ball Committee
• Sixth Form Council
• Sporting opportunities
• Student mentoring and support
• Summer university programmes
• Theatrical and musical performances
• UCAS Events
• Writing and editing the school newsletter
and website
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Courses
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AS and A Levels

Level 3 BTECs

• Applied ICT
• Art and Design
• Biology
• Business
• Chemistry
• Computer Science
• Design and Technology: Engineering
• Design and Technology: Product Design
• Design and Technology: Textiles
• Economics
• English Language and Literature
• English Literature
• Film Studies
• French
• Further Mathematics
• Geography
• History
• Law
• Mathematics
• Media Studies
• Music
• Physical Education
• Physics
• Psychology
• Religious Studies
• Sociology
• Spanish
• Welsh

• BTEC Applied Science
• BTEC Business
• BTEC Health and Social Care
• BTEC Performing Arts
• BTEC Public Services
• BTEC Sport
• Criminology
• Environmental Science
• Medical Science

GCSEs:
• English Language
• Mathematics
All learners will study the Advanced Welsh
Baccalaureate qualification.
* Tonyrefail Community School reserve the right
to amend/withdraw any of the courses above.
Courses will only run if there is sufficient interest
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Course outline

What will I study?

Applied ICT offers learners
a highly contemporary
experience in ICT. The
course seeks to provide
innovation in its delivery
and promotes learner
creativity through the
paperless scheme of
assessment. Real world
problems require real
world solutions, solutions
that acknowledge the
multi-faceted nature of ICT
in society today.

Learners studying this course will develop a broad range of ICT
skills and knowledge and of the uses of ICT in vocational contexts.
Learners will be provided with opportunities to develop sufficient
depth of understanding to inform their choices between further
study or training and develop knowledge and understanding
of the components, functions and applications of information
systems within a range of organisations. Learners will also
develop an understanding of the main principles of solving
problems using ICT and develop the skills necessary to apply
this understanding, encouraging them to acquire a range of skills
through the study of realistic contexts and to develop knowledge
and understanding of the broader environment in which ICT is
used including its impacts: legislation, ethics, society and the
international / global dimension.

Course outline

How will I be assessed?

A2

AS

Phase

Assessment

Unit
eBusiness

20%

On-screen examination

eSkills

30%

Awarding Body devised assignment

eProject

20%

Controlled assignment

30%

Internal coursework

eLearn

Career opportunities and
progression
• Honours and Foundation degrees in ICT or a related subject
• Higher Nationals in ICT or a related subject
• Level 4 and Level 3 NVQs in ICT or a related subject.
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AS / A LEVEL
Art and Design

This specification offers
a practical course with
maximum opportunities for
a stimulating experience
of creativity and Art,
Craft and Design making
activities. Learners will
complete one unit of work
in Year 12 and two units
in Year 13. Two units will
be coursework and for
the final unit learners will
complete an externally
set examination. During
the examination period of
the course, learners will
complete approximately six
weeks of preparatory work
in lessons and will produce
a piece of work over 15
hours (three days) in the
Art Department.

What will I study?
During the initial stages of the AS course learners will develop
skills in a number of areas such as; Fine Art, Graphics, Textile
Design, 3D and Mixed Media. During this period, learners
will explore a range of media to produce work which reflects
the chosen theme. Specific emphasis will be on recording and
exploring, using a range of materials, techniques and processes.
Following the initial stages learners will set their own brief and
develop a portfolio of work in the media of their choice. Learners
will complete work in the following areas to produce a coherent
body of work:
•
•
•
•

Contextual Understanding
Creative Making
Reflective Recording
Personal Response

During Unit 3 learners will work to the same criteria however will
be given externally set themes.

How will I be assessed?
Phase
AS

AS / A LEVEL
Applied ICT

A2
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Assessment

Unit
Unit 1:
Personal Creative Enquiry

40%

Internally assessed

Unit 2:
Personal Investigation

36%

Internally assessed

Unit 3:
Externally Set Assignment

24%

Internally assessed

Career opportunities and
progression
This specification provides a suitable foundation for the study
of Art and Design or a related area through a range of higher
education courses, progression to the next level of vocational
qualifications or employment. In addition, the specification
provides a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study
for learners who do not progress to further study in this subject.
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Course outline

What will I study?

How will I be assessed?
Phase

A2

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Basic Biochemistry and
Cell Organisation

20%

Written examination

Unit 2: Biodiversity and
Physiology of Body Systems

20%

Written examination

Unit 3: Energy, Homeostasis
and the Environment

25%

Written examination

Unit 4: Variation, Inheritance
and Options

25%

Written examination

Unit 5: Practical examination

10%

Written examination

Career opportunities and
progression
Biology is a key subject for lots of STEM careers, particularly in
healthcare, medicine and jobs involving plants or animals.
This can include: nursing, dentistry, forensic science, psychology,
physiotherapy, botany, environmental science, zoology, geology,
oceanography, pharmaceuticals, energy, teaching, science writing,
genetics and research.
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AS / A LEVEL
Business

Course outline

The Biology course provides a wide breadth of knowledge which
touches on many varied aspects of a range of topics. These
include the internal workings of organisms in physiology and
the interdependence of living things in ecology, to social issues
including human influence on the environment and the ethical
considerations of genetics. Practical work is an intrinsic part of
biology, and is greatly valued by higher education. It is imperative
that practical skills are developed throughout this course and that
an investigative approach is promoted.

AS

This course promotes
an understanding of
scientific method as
the means to increase
scientific knowledge and
develop an enquiring
and critical approach.
Learners will develop an
awareness that different
perceptions, predictions
and interpretations may
be applied according to
context.

TONYREFAIL
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The WJEC specification
focuses on different
types of organisations in
various business sectors
and environments and
recognises that they
face varying degrees of
competition. Candidates
will be expected to be
familiar with current issues
in business and should
investigate problems
which are of current
interest and importance
in the domestic and
international context of
the UK economy.
The course enables
candidates to exhibit
essential skills i.e. their
ability to analyse, apply
and reason in different
situations, using
appropriate techniques,
language and vocabulary.

What will I study?
The course covers four units of work. The first unit, Business
Opportunities, focusses on business start-ups and business
activity in an ever changing environment. The second unit,
Business Functions, concentrates on the core elements of
marketing, operations management, human resources and
business finance. Unit 3, Business Analysis and Strategy,
investigates business decision making models using both
qualitative and quantitative techniques. The final unit, Business
in a Changing World, focusses on business change, risk
management and the impact of the external environment on
business.

How will I be assessed?
Phase
AS

AS / A LEVEL
Biology

A2
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Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: The Business Opportunities

15% Written examination

Unit 2: Business Functions

25% Written examination

Unit 3: Business Analysis and Strategy 30% Written examination
Unit 4: Business in a Changing World

30% Written examination

Career opportunities and
progression
Business is regarded as a worthwhile subject and is respected by
universities when considering applications. Equally so, the course
would be useful for learners not wishing to go to university but
who would like to pursue a career in any area of business after
Year 13.

Possible careers include:
•
•
•
•

Accountancy
Business Management or Tourism Management
Human Resource Management
Law
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Course outline

The first year covers Atomic Structure, Chemical Reactions,
Bonding, Bonding & Structure, the Periodic Table, the Chemistry
of Carbon & Basic Organic Chemistry as well as Chemical Energy.
In the second year you will learn more about: Organic Chemistry,
Rates of Reaction, pH and Equilibrium, Chemical Energy and
Entropy as well as Transition metals.

How will I be assessed?
Phase

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: The Language of
Chemistry, Structure of Matter
and Simple Reactions

20%

Unit 2: Energy, Rate and
Chemistry of Carbon compounds

20%

Written examination

Unit 3: Physical and Inorganic
Chemistry

25%

Written examination

Unit 4: Organic Chemistry and
Analysis

25%

Written examination

10%

Practical &
written examination

Unit 5: Internal assessment

AS / A LEVEL
Computer Science

Written examination

Computers are widely used
in all aspects of business,
industry, government,
education, leisure and the
home. In this increasingly
technological age, a study
of computer science,
and particularly how
computers are used in
the solution of a variety
of problems, is not only
valuable to the learners
but also essential to the
future well-being of the
country.

What will I study?
Learners will develop an understanding of, and the ability to apply,
the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science,
including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data
representation. Learners will also develop the ability to analyse
problems in computational terms through practical experience
of solving such problems, including writing programs to do so the
capacity for thinking creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically
and critically
The aim of the course is to extend the learners’ horizons beyond
the school or college environment in the appreciation of the effect
of computer application on society and individuals.

How will I be assessed?
Phase

d?

A2

Chemistry is fundamental
to the very existence of
life. Chemistry allows
us to understand how
atoms join together to
make molecules that are
the very fabric of our
existence. If it was not for
Chemistry there would
be no medicines, plastics,
fuels, dyes, clothes and no
awareness of the existence
of global warming. The
aim of Chemistry is to
plan experiments and
produce explanations and
new ideas to deal with
the World’s big issues,
including climate change,
alternative fuels, fighting
disease and developing
new polymers.

What will I study?

AS

Course outline
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AS

AS / A LEVEL
Chemistry

A2
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Career opportunities and
progression
A Level Chemistry can lead to a wide range of possible careers,
such as medicine, veterinary science, dentistry, the food industry,
chemicals industry, pharmaceuticals, agriculture, environmental
science, not forgetting teaching, nursing and many others.

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Fundamentals of
Computer Science

25%

Written examination

Unit 2: Practical Programming
to Solve Problems

15%

On-screen examination

Unit 3: Programming and System
Development

20%

Written examination

Unit 4: Computer Architecture,
Data, Communication and
Applications

20%

Written examination

Unit 5: Programmed Solution to
a Problem

20%

Non-exam assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
This course provides a suitable foundation for the study of
Computer Science or a related area through a range of higher
education / vocational courses or direct entry into employment.
In addition, the specification provides a coherent, satisfying and
worthwhile course of study for candidates who do not progress to
further study in this subject.
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Course outline
The purpose of the Applied
Certificate in Criminology
is to provide learners
with an introduction to
criminal justice and to give
a context for humanities
learning. Criminology
is a qualification with
elements of psychology,
law and sociology that
complements studies in
humanities.

TONYREFAIL
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What will I study?

Course outline

Criminology has been designed to offer exciting and interesting
experiences that focus on applied learning, i.e. through the
acquisition of knowledge and understanding in purposeful
contexts linked to the criminal justice system. Learners can
expect to study:
• different types of crime, influences on perceptions of crime and
why some crimes are unreported
• why people commit crime
• the criminal justice system from the moment a crime has been
identified to the verdict
• effectiveness of social control to deliver criminal justice policy.

How will I be assessed

A2

AS

Phase

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Changing awareness
of crime

25%

Internal controlled
assessment

Unit 2: Criminological
theories

25%

Written examination

Unit 3: Crime scene to
courtroom

25%

Internal controlled
assessment

Unit 4: Crime and
punishment

25%

Written examination

Career opportunities and
progression
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AS / A LEVEL
Design Technology: Engineering

The main purpose of the Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology
is to use the qualification to support access to higher education
degree courses. Alternatively, the qualification allows learners to
gain the required understanding and skills to be able to consider
employment within some aspects of the criminal justice system,
e.g. the National Probation Service, the Courts and Tribunals
Service or the National Offender Management Service. In
addition to the WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology,
there is also the WJEC Level 3 Applied Certificate in Criminology.
This is a smaller qualification with similar characteristics,
including two of the same units.

A Level Engineering is
essentially a practically
based subject where
learners will develop
their knowledge and
understanding of materials
and processes through
design and make projects.
Learners opting to study A
level Engineering will have
the opportunity to work in
modern workshops, well
equipped with industry
standard lathes, milling
machines, tools and
equipment such as welding
equipment and 3 in 1
metal worker.
Within this subject
learners have the ability
to work with a range of
metals, polymers, modern
and smart materials to
produce engineered
products. Learners will
receive extensive training
to develop drawing skills
that will allow them to
present their ideas and will
have the opportunity to
work with CAM machines
to produce working parts.

What will I study?
Throughout the two years learners study core technical
principles, which includes sustainability and design theory.
Along with this theory knowledge core designing and making
skills are also assessed through the design and make tasks.

How will I be assessed?
Phase
AS

LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA
Criminology

A2
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Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Engineering design

20%

Written examination

Unit 2: Design and make task

20%

Non-exam assessment

Unit 3: Engineering design

30%

Written examination

Unit 4: Design and make task

30%

Non-exam assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
This subject is suitable for anyone seeking a career or
apprenticeship in any aspect of the design industry or the world
of engineering and manufacturing. Possible careers following the
course; mechanical engineer, civil engineer, motor engineer and
electrical engineer.
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Learners opting to study
Product Design will have
the opportunity to work in
modern workshops, well
equipped with industry
standard tools and
equipment. Learners will
have the opportunity to
work with Computer Aided
Manufacturing equipment
similar to that found in
local industry including our
3D printer, Laser Cutting
machine and CAM routers.
This endorsed area allows
learners to develop skills
in working with a range of
materials including wood,
metal, plastics, smart
materials and fabrics.
Learners will develop
competence in working
with a wide range of
hand tools and develop
a sound knowledge of
work shop safety. Product
Design develops learners’
interdisciplinary skills and
their capacity for imaginative,
innovative thinking,
creativity and independence.
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Throughout the two years learners study core technical
principles, which includes sustainability and design theory.
Along with this theory knowledge core designing and making
skills are also assessed through the design and make tasks.

How will I be assessed?
Phase

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Product design

20%

Written examination

Unit 2: Design and make task

20%

Non-exam assessment

Unit 3: Product design

30%

Written examination

Unit 4: Design and make task

30%

Non-exam assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
This subject is suitable for anyone seeking a career in any
aspect of the design industry or the world of engineering and
manufacturing. Possible careers following the course; product
designer, industrial designer, engineering designer, graphic
designer, web designer and theatre design.

This WJEC specification
provides learners with
a coherent combination
of microeconomic and
macroeconomic content that
will develop an understanding
of economic concepts and
theories through a critical
consideration of current
economic issues, problems
and institutions that affect
everyday life. The course
prepares learners who wish
to progress to undergraduate
level study. Learners will
have the opportunity to
apply economic concepts and
theories using a wide range
of contexts and to appreciate
their value and limitations
in explaining real world
phenomena. Learners will
develop an appreciation of
the complex and interrelated
nature of economics and
analytical and quantitative
skills in selecting, interpreting
and using appropriate data
from a range of sources.

What will I study?
Throughout the two years learners study core technical
principles, which includes sustainability and design theory.
Along with this theory knowledge core designing and making
skills are also assessed through the design and make tasks.

How will I be assessed?
Phase

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Introduction to
Economic Principles

15%

Written examination

Unit 2: Economics in Action

25%

Written examination

Unit 3: Exploring Economic
Behaviour

30%

Written examination

Unit 4: Evaluating Economic
Models and Policies

30%

Written examination

AS

A Level Product Design is
essentially a practically based
subject where learners will
develop their knowledge and
understanding of materials
and processes through
design and make projects.

AS / A LEVEL
Economics

Course outline

What will I study?

AS

Course outline
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A2

AS / A LEVEL
Design Technology: Product Design

A2
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Career opportunities and
progression
A Level Economics is respected by all universities when
considering applications. The Destinations of Leavers of Higher
Education survey shows that the typical starting salaries for the
London School of Economics is £30,000 - £35,000, although
graduate business analysts in investment banks may be between
£40,000 - £45,000. After 5 years’ experience, economic
forecasters and modellers will earn up to £60,000 while those
working in consulting and banking can earn three or four times as
much!
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AS / A LEVEL
English Literature

Course outline
This course encourages
learners to develop their
interest in and enjoyment
of literature by reading
widely and independently,
analysing literary texts and
exploring their contexts.
It provides learners with
opportunities for reading
broadly and for making
creative and informed
responses to each of the
major literary genres of
poetry, prose and drama.

TONYREFAIL
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AS / A LEVEL
English Language & Literature

What will I study?

Course outline

Learners will develop their analytical and interpretive skills
through the study of rich and diverse text with varying social
and historical contexts. Learning will take place through lively
discussion as well as close annotation and analysis. At AS, learners
will sit two exams. The first exam will focus on the prose and
drama texts studied and the second will focus on the poetry texts
studied. At A2, learners will sit one exam on the selected poetry
text and another on the selected Shakespeare text. In addition to
this, they will complete a prose study assignment based on two
authors of their own choosing. Throughout the course, learning
is supported by moving image, theatre visits and university
seminars, as well as being open to other opportunities to engage
with literacy texts and contexts.

This course promotes
the integrated study of
English language and
English literature. It gives
learners opportunities to
deepen their enjoyment of
both English language and
literature through reading
and creating their own
texts.

How will I be assessed?
Phase

Learners will develop their intellectual maturity through exploring
a wide range of material, some of it written before 1900, including
poetry, drama, prose and non-literary texts. Learners’ own writing
forms the basis for non-examination assessment. They are
required to submit a 1500-2000 word study based on the reading
of a prose text (selected from a prescribed list) and related wider
reading, plus an original piece of creative writing of approximately
1000-1500 words.
Study is supported by the use of excellent library resources,
moving image, theatre visits and university seminars. Learners
are encouraged to support the public speaking and debating
competitions, school dramatic productions and school based
journalism.

How will I be assessed?
Assessment

Unit
20%

Written examination

20%

Written examination

20%

Written examination

20%

Written examination

Phase

A2

Unit 3: Poetry pre 1900 and
Unseen
Unit 4: Shakespeare
Unit 5: Prose Study

20%

Non exam assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
Many of our learners go on to study English degrees and A
Level Literature is a qualification that is highly respected by
all employers and universities as it is recognised as equipping
students with skills that are transferable to all courses and career
paths. Popular career paths are Journalism, Marketing, Media,
Web-content, Teaching, Law and Public Relations.
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A2

Unit 2: Poetry Post 1900

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Comparative Analysis
and Creative Writing

20%

Written examination

Unit 2: Drama and Non-literary
Text Study

20%

Written examination

Unit 3: Shakespeare

20%

Written examination

Unit 4: Unseen Texts and Prose
Study

20%

Written examination

Unit 5: Critical and Creative
Genre Study

20%

Non exam assesment

AS

AS

Unit 1: Prose and Drama

What will I study?

Career opportunities and
progression
Many of our learners go on to study English degrees and then
continue on to postgraduate study. Potential careers paths are:
•
•
•
•

Teaching
Publishing
Journalism
Public Relations
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LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA
Environmental Science

Course outline

What will I study?
Each unit has a clear environmental purpose which focuses
the learning of scientific principles and skills in the unit in a
meaningful environmental context. The units have been written
to help develop the:
• knowledge and understanding of biological, chemical and
physical principles underlying environmental science
• skills necessary to perform laboratory and field work
• ability to solve problems in an environmental context
• skills needed to do project based research and presentation
• ability to learn in work-related contexts
• ability to work alongside others in a professional manner
• skills for independent learning and development. These are
very important to employers and higher education.

How will I be assessed?
Phase

Course outline

What will I study?

Film Studies is a two year
course consisting of four
units that cover topics
such as Hollywood and the
British Film Industry.

The A Level course allows learners to access a wide variety of
films in order to broaden their knowledge and understanding of
film and the range of responses films can generate.
This course offers opportunities to study mainstream American
films from the past and the present as well as a range of recent
and contemporary British films, American independent films and
global films, both non-English language and English language.
The historical range of film represented in those films is extended
by the study of silent film and significant film movements so that
learners can gain a sense of the development of film from its early
years to its still emerging digital future. Studies in documentary,
experimental and short films add to the breadth of the learning
experience.

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Managing energy for
a sustainable future

24%

Internal assessment

Unit 2: The living environment
and conservation

24%

Unit 3: Monitoring our
physical environment
Unit 4: Scientific principles
and the environment

Phase

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Exploring Film Form

20%

Internal assessment

External assessment

Unit 2: British and American Film

30%

Written examination

24%

Internal assessment

Unit 3: Film Research and
Creative Projects

25%

Internal assessment

28%

External assessment

Unit 4: Varieties of Film
Experience: Issues and Debates

25%

Written examination

A2

A2
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AS / A LEVEL
Film Studies

How will I be assessed?

AS

The main purpose of the
qualification is to provide
learners with the knowledge,
understanding and skills
in key scientific principles
to support progress
to higher education or
employment in areas related
to environmental science.
The qualification requires
learners to apply biological,
chemical and physical
principles to environmental
issues and to provide
solutions to environmental
problems.
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AS
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Career opportunities and
progression

Career opportunities and
progression

Employers who offer opportunities for suitably qualified
individuals include: conservation organisations; the Environment
Agency; Natural Resources Wales; water companies; waste
management companies; DEFRA; local authorities and private
sector industry.

This course provides a suitable progression for the study
of film or a related area at A level and subsequently on to a
range of higher education degree courses, to the next level of
vocational qualifications or to employment. For those who do
not wish to progress to a further qualification in Film Studies,
this specification provides a coherent, engaging and culturally
valuable course of study.
• Film industry
• Marketing
• Online media

• Education
• Business
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Course outline
The course aims to
encourage learners to:
• develop an interest in, and
enthusiasm for, language
learning;
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What will I study?
Theme 2: Understanding the French-speaking world

How will I be assessed?
Phase

Unit

AS

Unit 1: Speaking

A2

• develop an understanding
of the cultural background
of the countries where the
language is spoken.

Theme 3: Diversity and difference
Theme 4: France 1940-1950: The Occupation and the
post-war years

• develop understanding of
spoken and written French;
• communicate confidently,
clearly and effectively in
the language for a range of
purposes;

Course outline

AS level: Theme 1: Being a young person in French-speaking
society

A level

Assessment
12%

Non exam assssment

Unit 2: Listening, reading,
translation and critical
response in writing

28%

Unit 3: Speaking

18%

Unit 4: Listening, reading and
translation

30%

Written examination

Unit 5: Critical and analytical
response in writing

12%

Non exam assssment

Written examination

Non exam assssment

Career opportunities and
progression
There is a growing demand for Modern Linguists in all sectors of
employment today. Studying a modern foreign language may be
linked with a wide variety of subjects leading to various courses
in Higher Education such as Business Studies, Accountancy,
Journalism, the Media, Management and Law, where proficiency
in a modern foreign language is widely seen as an asset. Closer
links with the rest of Europe enhance the prospects of language
graduates.
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AS / A LEVEL
Further Mathematics

Further Mathematics
provides a broad,
coherent, satisfying
and worthwhile course
of study. It encourages
learners to develop
their understanding
of mathematics and
mathematical processes
in a way that promotes
confidence and fosters
enjoyment. The course
develops learners abilities
to reason logically and
recognise incorrect
reasoning, to generalise
and to construct
mathematical proofs.

What will I study?
Mathematics is, inherently, a sequential subject. There is a
progression of material through all levels at which the subject is
studied. The specification content therefore builds on the skills,
knowledge and understanding set out in the whole GCSE subject
content for Mathematics and Mathematics-Numeracy. It also
builds upon the skills, knowledge and understanding in AS and A
level Mathematics.

How will I be assessed?
Phase

AS

AS / A LEVEL
French

A2
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Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Further Pure
Mathematics A

13 1/3 % Written examination

Unit 2: Further Statistics A

13 1/3 %

Unit 3: Further Mechanics A

13 1/3 % Written examination

Written examination

Unit 4: Further Pure
Mathematics B

35%

Written examination

* Unit 5: Further Statistics B

25%

Written examination

* Unit 6: Further Mechanics B

25%

Written examination

Career opportunities and
progression
The A Level in Further Mathematics provides an excellent
foundation for the study of Mathematics or related areas at
university.
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AS / A LEVEL
Geography

Course outline
The Geography course
encourages learners to apply
geographical knowledge,
theory and skills to the world
around them. In turn this will
enable learners to develop a
critical understanding of the
world’s people, places and
environments in the 21st
Century.
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What will I study?
The focus of the course is to develop understanding of
contemporary real-world contexts, from a range of scales and
places. Both physical and human geography are studied, including
people-environment interactions. Geographical and fieldwork
skills are developed further to enable learners to pose enquiry
questions. The course extends on some GCSE knowledge such as
tectonics and extreme weather, but also introduces new topics and
case studies including governance of the world’s oceans, water and
carbon cycles and China.

How will I be assessed?
Phase

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Changing Landscapes

Written examination

Unit 2: Changing Places

16%

Written examination

Unit 3: Global Systems and
Global Governance

24%

Written examination

Unit 4: Contemporary Themes
in Geography

16%

Course outline

What will I study?

An exciting and interesting
course, AS/A Level History
allows you to build upon
your knowledge and
understanding of units
you may have already
covered in GCSE, and
study new periods of
study. Two learners from
the course will also have
an opportunity to take
part in the ‘Lessons from
Auschwitz’ project.

•
•
•
•

Britain 1880-1980
Weimar and Nazi Germany 1919-‘45
Poverty, protest and rebellion in Tudor times 1495-1603
NEA: Munich Agreement (appeasement)

How will I be assessed?
Phase

A2

A2

AS

24%

AS / A LEVEL
History

Unit 5: Independent Investigation 20%

Career opportunities and
progression
12%
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Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Period Study

20%

Written examination

Unit 2: Depth Study: Part 1

20%

Written examination

Unit 3: Breadth Study

20%

Written examination

Unit 4: Depth Study: Part 2

20%

Written examination

Unit 5: Historical Interpretations

20%

Non-exam assessment

AS
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Written examination

12%
Non-exam assessment
Non exam assssment

The course has been developed to provide preparation for
employment or a progression route to higher education
qualifications. The Russell Group of universities has identified
Geography as one of the top facilitating A Level subjects
that universities want to see on your UCAS form. This means
Geography allows you to keep your degree choices and career
options open as it provides transferrable skills. Popular careers for
people with geography qualifications include: town or transport
planning, surveying, conservation, sustainability, waste and
water management, environmental planning, tourism, teaching,
lecturing and meteorology. The army, police, government, research
organisations, law and business world also appreciate the practical
research skills that geographers develop.

Non exam assssment

Career opportunities and
progression
History teaches you to carefully consider evidence and reach
balanced conclusions. It teaches you to communicate your
interpretation of events using supporting information. You can
appreciate other people’s opinions and beliefs and you have a
strong understanding of heritage. History is a valued qualification
by employers and higher education institutions. History is a useful
qualification for all sorts of careers, including Law, Teaching,
Journalism, Social Work. Employers and universities like to see
that you followed a balanced course at school. History is an
important part of keeping that balance.
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AS / A LEVEL
Mathematics

Course outline

What will I study?

Course outline

The WJEC GCE AS and
A level in Law enable
learners to develop an
understanding of both
public and private law
within Wales and England,
and develop skills which
will prepare them for
further undergraduate
study and future careers.
The specification enables
learners to develop their
ability to analyse both
legal rules and principles
and factual issues. It
enables learners to
construct persuasive legal
arguments and to evaluate
the strength of such
arguments. It also enables
learners to develop the
ability to think critically
about the role of law in
society.

The nature of law must include the study of the distinction
between enforceable legal rules and principles and other rules
and norms of behaviour; criminal and civil law and the different
sources of law i.e. custom, statutory law and the common law.

The WJEC AS and A level
in Mathematics provides a
broad, coherent, satisfying
and worthwhile course of
study. It encourages learners
to develop confidence in,
and a positive attitude
towards, mathematics and
to recognise its importance
in their own lives and to
society.

At AS, the nature of law is assessed in Unit 1. At A2 the
pervasive nature of law and society, law and morality and law and
justice is assessed in Unit 3 and Unit 4.
Law and society - Rule of law; human rights; the meaning and
importance of fault in civil and/or criminal law. Balancing
conflicting interests. Public interests against private interests and
the subordination of individual rights to community interests.

What will I study?
Mathematics is, inherently, a sequential subject. There is a
progression of material through all levels at which the subject is
studied. The specification content therefore builds on the skills,
knowledge and understanding set out in the whole GCSE subject
content for Mathematics and Mathematics-Numeracy.

How will I be assessed?
Phase
AS

AS / A LEVEL
Law

A2
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Law and morality - The distinction and relationship between law
and morals. The diversity of moral views in a pluralist society and
the legal enforcement of moral values.
Law and justice - The meaning of justice. Theories of justice and
the extent to which substantive legal rules, legal institutions and
processes achieve justice or create barriers to justice.

How will I be assessed?

A2

AS

Phase

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: The Nature of Law and the
Welsh and English Legal Systems

25% Written examination

Unit 2: The Law of Tort

15%

Unit 3: The Practice of
Substantive Law

30% Written examination

Written examination

Unit 4: Substantive Law Perspectives 30% Written examination

Career opportunities and
progression

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Pure Mathematics A

25%

Written examination

Unit 2: Applied Mathematics A

15%

Written examination

Unit 3: Pure Mathematics B

35%

Written examination

Unit 4: Applied Mathematics B

25%

Written examination

Career opportunities and
progression
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mathematics
Engineering
Business
Finance
Accounting
Statistics
Medicine
Research
Psychology
Physics
Science
Teacher training
Management

Law is a useful qualification for all sorts of careers such as Police
Force, Forensics, Armed Forces, Trading Standards, Health &
Safety and the Civil Service.
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AS / A LEVEL
Media Studies
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LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA
Medical Science

Course outline

What will I study?

Course outline

Media Studies is a two
year course consisting of
four units that cover topics
such as; advertising, film,
music video, advertising
and news.

This course enables learners to:

The course will provide
learners with the knowledge,
understanding and skills in
key scientific principles to
support progress to higher
education or employment
in areas of Medical
Science, such as job roles
in Physiological Sciences or
Clinical Laboratory Services.

• understand the relevance and impact of the media and its role
in their daily lives
• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the global 		
nature of the media
• develop skills of enquiry, critical understanding and analysis
of the media through engagement with media products and
concepts and through the creative application of practical skills

What will I study?
The main purpose of the course is to provide learners with the
knowledge, understanding and skills in key scientific principles
to support progress to higher education or employment in areas
of Medical Science, such as job roles in Physiological Sciences
or Clinical Laboratory Services. The qualification covers the key
topic areas of health, physiology and disease, as well as providing
the opportunity to study the areas of physiological measurement
and medical research.

How will I be assessed?
Phase

How will I be assessed?

AS

24% Written examination

Unit 2: Creating a Media Production 16%

Non-exam assessment

Unit 3: Media in the Global Age

36% Written examination

Unit 4: Creating a Cross-Media
Production

24% Non-exam assessment
12%

Career opportunities and
progression

Non exam assssment

AS/A Level Media Studies has consistently out-performed
national averages and other local schools for over five years.
The Media department has helped past learners gain places on
University courses across the UK and also enabled those with
vocational aspirations to achieve internships and apprenticeships
with the BBC. Learners have been offered places in Universities
such as- Swansea, Cardiff, Exeter and Birmingham. Even more
impressive is the number of learners opting for Media, applying
for places at both Oxford and Cambridge. Potential career
choices are also extensive teaching, marketing, HR and the
television industry are just some of the career paths past learners
have undertaken after studying Media at Tonyrefail.
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AS

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Investigating the Media

A2

Unit 1: Human health & disease

A2

Phase

Assessment

Unit
25%

External assessment

Unit 2: Physiological
measurement techniques

12.5%

Internal assessment

Unit 3: Medical Science
research methods

12.5%

Internal assessment

Unit 4: Medicines and
treatment of disease

25%

Internal assessment

Unit 5: Clinical laboratory
techniques

12.5%

External assessment

Unit 6: Medical case study

12.5%

External assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
This course will provide support careers related to healthcare
and medical research. Previous learners from this course have
progressed onto degrees in Chemistry, Biochemistry, Optometry,
Radiography, Medical Technology, Dental Hygiene and
Physiotherapy.
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Course outline
The Music A Level
course offers a broad
and coherent course of
study which encourages
learners to recognise
the interdependence
of musical knowledge,
understanding and skills,
and make links between
the integrated activities
of performing, composing
and appraising. The
course broadens musical
experience and interests,
develops imagination and
fosters creativity.
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Course outline

What will I study?
The course allows learners the opportunity to develop skills in the
three distinct but related disciplines of performing, composing
and appraising. All learners study the Western Classical Tradition,
engaging with landmark orchestral or choral repertoire, to
develop knowledge and understanding of music. Learners will
use the musical techniques and conventions of this tradition to
compose one piece of music to a brief.
To offer contrast and breadth of study, at AS learners also choose
one area of study from a choice of three, either Rock and Pop,
or Musical Theatre or Jazz. The areas of study and strands at A2
allow learners to continue their studies from AS in greater depth.
Learners choose two further strands of music from a choice of
five. There is a distinct Welsh flavour to two of these strands
allowing learners to engage with the music of contemporary
Welsh composers and performers.

How will I be assessed?

A2

AS

Phase

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Performing

12%

External assessment

Unit 2: Composing

12%
12%

Non exam
assssment
Internal
assessment

Unit 3: Appraising

16%

External assessment

Unit 4: Performing

22%

External assessment

Unit 5: Composing

14%

Internal assessment

Unit 6: Appraising

24%

External assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
The course provides a suitable foundation for the study of Music
or a related area through a range of Higher Education courses,
progression to the next level of vocational qualifications or
employment.
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AS/A LEVEL
Physical Education

This course has been
designed to allow learners
to develop an appreciation
of physical education in
a wide range of contexts.
It is designed to integrate
theory and practice with an
emphasis on the application
of theoretical knowledge.
Learners will develop an
understanding of how
the various theoretical
concepts impact on their
own performance, through
the integration of theory and
practice.

What will I study?
The Physical Education course will develop understanding in a
variety of aspects. Learners will:
• understand how physiological and psychological states affect
performance
• understand the key socio-cultural factors that influence 		
people’s involvement in physical activity and sport
• understand the role of technology in physical activity and sport
• refine their ability to perform effectively in physical activity and
sport by: developing skills and techniques and selecting and
using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas.
• develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve 		
performance
• understand the contribution which physical activity makes to
health and fitness

How will I be assessed?
Phase
AS

AS / A LEVEL
Music

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Exploring physical education

24% Written examination

Unit 2: Improving personal
performance in physical education

16% Non exam assessment

Unit 3: Evaluating physical education 36% Written examination

A2
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Unit 4: Refining personal
performance in physical education

24% Non exam assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
This specification provides a suitable foundation for the study
of physical education or a related area through a range of higher
education courses, progression to the next level of vocational
qualifications or employment.
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AS / A LEVEL
Physics

Course outline
If you have an enquiring
mind, enjoy a challenge
and like solving problems
then Physics is the
subject for you. From the
smallest parts of the body
to the great clusters of
galaxies, Physics helps us
understand how our world
works.
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Course outline

What will I study?
Learners should be prepared to apply the knowledge,
understanding and skills specified in a range of theoretical,
practical, industrial and environmental contexts. Learners’
understanding of the connections between the different elements
of the subject and their holistic understanding of the subject
is a requirement of all A level specifications. In practice, this
means that some questions set in A2 units will require learners
to demonstrate their ability to draw together different areas
of knowledge and understanding from across the full course of
study.
Practical work is an intrinsic part of this course. It is vitally
important in developing a conceptual understanding of many
topics and it enhances the experience and enjoyment of physics.
The practical skills developed are also fundamentally important to
learners going on to further study in physics and related subjects,
and are transferable to many careers.

AS
A2

The Psychology course is a stimulating, distinctive and attractive
course, providing plenty of opportunities for the learners to
study:
• a variety of psychological approaches including behaviourist,
positive and psychodynamic
• significant pieces of research covering a variety of perspectives
and topics
• the reality of applying psychological information to everyday
situations, e.g. therapies, stress, schizophrenia and criminal
behaviour
• how psychological data is collected (through own research).

How will I be assessed?
Phase

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Motion, Energy and
Matter

20%

Written examination

Unit 2: Electricity and Light

20%

Written examination

Unit 3: Oscillations and Nuclei

25%

Written examination

Unit 4: Fields and Options

25%

Written examination

Unit 5: Practical Examination

10%

Practical assessment

12%

Career opportunities and
progression
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This course is intended to
ensure that learners gain a
comprehensive appreciation
of the nature of psychology
and psychological enquiry.
Through the course
learners will be introduced
to historical and current
psychological approaches
and classic and contemporary
research.

What will I study?

AS

How will I be assessed?
Phase

AS/A LEVEL
Psychology

Non exam assssment

Physics is a seriously useful subject for the majority of STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths) careers and you’ll
find physicists everywhere, in industry, transport, government,
universities, the armed forces, the secret service, games
companies, research labs, banking and more.

A2
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Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Psychology: Past to Present

20%

Written examination

Unit 2: Psychology: Using
Psychological Concepts

20%

Written examination

Unit 3: Psychology: Implications in
the Real World

40%

Written examination

Unit 4: Psychology: Applied
Research Methods

20%

Written examination

Career opportunities and
progression
This specification provides a suitable foundation for the study
of Psychology or a related area through a range of higher
education courses (e.g. law, education, medical and social
science programmes); progression to the next level of vocational
qualifications (e.g. in the areas of caring, sports management or
business); or direct entry into employment.
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AS / A LEVEL
Religious Studies

Course outline
At AS Level: Learners must
study both Unit 1 and Unit
2. At A Level: Learners
must study a further 3
units in total.

TONYREFAIL
LOGO

Course outline

What will I study?
Each unit has been designed to allow learners to acquire and
develop knowledge and a critical understanding of:
• religious thought, belief and practice and the different ways
in which these are expressed in the lives of individuals, 		
communities and societies
• how religious texts and/or other relevant sources of wisdom
and authority are interpreted and applied
• the causes, meanings and significance of similarities and 		
differences in religious thought, belief and practice within and/
or between religion(s).

How will I be assessed?

A2

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: An Introduction to the
Study of Religion

15%

Unit 2: An Introduction to
Religion and Ethics and the
Philosophy of Religion

25%

Written examination

Unit 3: A Study of Religion

20%

Written examination

Unit 4: Religion and Ethics

20%

Written examination

Unit 6: Textual Studies
(New Testament)

20%

Written examination

The A level Sociology course
will focus on contemporary
society and refer to Wales
where applicable. Studying
sociology must foster the
development of critical and
reflective thinking with a
respect for social diversity. It
must provide an awareness
of the importance of social
structure and social action in
explaining social issues.

What will I study?
The following concepts and theoretical issues will be covered
across the specification via topic areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acquiring culture
Youth Culture
Education
Research Methods
Social Inequality
Crime and Deviance

How will I be assessed?
Phase

Written examination

A2

AS

Phase

AS/A LEVEL
Sociology

AS

TONYREFAIL
LOGO

Units 3, 4 and 5 or, if they have studied Unit 1 Option A:
Christianity, either Units 3, 4 and 5 or Units 4, 5 and 6.

Career opportunities and
12%
progression

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Acquiring Culture

15%

Written examination

Unit 2: Understanding Society and
Methods of Sociological

25%

Written examination

Unit 3: Power and Control

25%

Written examination

Unit 4: Social Inequality and Applied
35%
Methods of Sociological Enquiry

Written examination

Career opportunities and
progression
Sociology is a good foundation subject as the knowledge you learn
can be applied to all aspects of society. Sociology can lead to a job
in teaching, social work and the police force.

Non exam assssment

This course provides a suitable foundation for the study of
Religious Studies or a related area through a range of higher
education courses, e.g. a degree course, progression to the next
level of vocational qualifications or employment. In addition, the
course provides a coherent and worthwhile course of study for
learners who do not progress to further study in this subject.
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The course aims to
encourage learners to:
Develop an interest in, and
enthusiasm for, language
learning.
Develop understanding
of spoken and written
Spanish.
Communicate confidently,
clearly and effectively in
the language for a range of
purposes.

Course outline

What will I study?
AS level
• Theme 1: Being a young person in Spanish-speaking society
• Theme 2: Understanding the Spanish-speaking world
A level:
• Theme 3: Diversity and difference
• Theme 4: The Two Spains: 1936 Onwards

How will I be assessed?
Phase

A2

Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Speaking

Develop an understanding
of the cultural background
of the countries where the
language is spoken.

12%

Non-exam assessment

Unit 2: Listening, reading,
translation and critical response
in writing

28%

Unit 3: Speaking

18%

Non-exam assessment

Unit 4: Listening, reading and
translation

30%

Written examination

Unit 5: Critical and analytical
response in writing

12%

Written examination

Written examination

Career opportunities and
progression
There is a growing demand for Modern Linguists in all sectors of
employment today. Studying a modern foreign language may be
linked with a wide variety of subjects leading to various courses
in Higher Education such as Business Studies, Accountancy,
Journalism, the Media, Management and Law, where proficiency
in a modern foreign language is widely seen as an asset. Closer
links with the rest of Europe enhance the prospects of language
graduates.
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AS/A LEVEL
Welsh Second Language - Ail laith Gymraeg

While studying the course
students will have the
opportunity to;
• Communicate correctly and
fluently both orally and in
writing within a wide range
of situations and contexts
• Write creatively and
factually for a range of
purposes
• Analyse familiar and
unfamiliar texts
independently
• Listen and respond to the
opinions of others when
expressing a point of view
• Express an independent
opinion, based on
knowledge and
understanding of literary
and factual texts
• Respond in Welsh with
clarity, in a relevant,
confident and structured
manner
• Play an appropriate role
in a bilingual society at the
beginning of the twentyfirst century

What will I study?
This course will advance written and spoken Welsh skills
obtained at GCSE. It is aimed at developing language and
literature appreciation skills and increasing fluency and
understanding. Students will gain confidence and practical
language skills essential for the world of work and further
education.

How will I be assessed?
Phase
AS

Course outline
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A2

AS / A LEVEL
Spanish

AS
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Assessment

Unit
Unit 1: Film and oracy

15%

Oral examination

Unit 2: Written coursework

10%

Internal examination

Unit 3: Use of language and poetry

15%

Written examination

Unit 4: Drama and oracy

25%

Oral examination

Unit 5: The Welsh language in
society and translanguaging

15%

Written examination

Unit 6: The use of language and the
short story

20%

Written examination

Career opportunities and
progression
Welsh language skills are increasingly valued by employers.
With more and more services being offered bilingually, there is
more demand for people with bilingual skills. The ability to use
Welsh is essential if you want to work in the public sector, in
education, the health service and also hospitality and catering. All
public sector organisations in Wales are legally bound to provide
services in both Welsh and English and many private companies
do so because it’s good for business. This makes Welsh-speaking
employees a very attractive asset to companies.
“In Wales, being able to communicate in Welsh and English is a
significant advantage for graduates looking for work. Research
shows that employees with bilingual skills are more likely to
earn a salary 8-10% higher than workers without bilingual skills.
Having the ability to use Welsh in the workplace can give you an
edge over your competitors.” UCAS.com
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BTEC LEVEL 3
Applied Science

Course outline
BTEC Level 3 Applied Science
is a three-unit Certificate,
six-unit Subsidiary Diploma
or a twelve-unit National
Diploma. It offers a specialist
qualification that focuses on
the work of the technician
in industry. The course helps
to develop the practical and
analytical skills needed in
the laboratory and extends
the knowledge of scientific
concepts already studied.

What will I study?
There will be tasks to complete in Applied Biology, Applied
Chemistry, and Applied Physics. The course also includes analysis
of data, experimental work and health and safety requirements.
Core Units
• Unit 1 Fundamentals of Science
• Unit 2 Working in the Science Industry
• Unit 3 Scientific Practical Techniques
Specialist Units
• Unit 4 Medical Physics Techniques
• Unit 5 Genetics
• Unit 6 Biochemistry

How will I be assessed?
Learners will study 6 units of work over two years, 3 mandatory
units and 3 optional units. All units will be assessed internally.
All units are assessed through a series of observations and
structured assessments. A summative unit grade can be awarded
at pass, merit or distinction. At present there is no examination in
this qualification.

Career opportunities and
progression
The course has been developed to provide preparation for
employment or a progression route to higher education
qualifications such as the BTEC Higher National Certificate in
Applied Science or a degree in Science or Applied Science. There
are a wide variety of technical roles which can be accessed from
this qualification these can be found in such work as quality
control, medical laboratory analysis, forensic science analysis and
materials science.
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BTEC LEVEL 3
Business

Course outline
The Business Subsidiary
Diploma Level 3 aims to give
learners an introduction
to and understanding of
the business environment,
management of
resources, marketing
and communication – all
fundamental to the success
of business organisations.
Learners can focus on
their career aspirations,
or work area within the
specification in which there
are six specialist pathways
consisting of Finance,
Management, Marketing,
Law, Administration, and
Human Resources. At the
same time this gives those
who require more generic
business knowledge the
scope of units to do so.
This qualification
requires motivation and
a good academic level of
achievement as it gives
learners the opportunity
to progress into Higher
Education and throughout
the course learners develop
a range of skills, techniques,
personal attributes and
attitudes essential for
successful performance in
Business related careers.

What will I study?
The course covers the following four mandatory units of work
plus two optional units based on career aspirations (chosen
based on cohort):
• Unit 1 – The Business Environment
• Unit 2 – Business Resources
• Unit 3 – Introduction to Marketing
• Unit 4 – Business Communication

How will I be assessed?
The assessment approach in Business allows learners to receive
feedback on their progress throughout the course, helping to ensure high standards are achieved. Evidence for assessment may
be generated through a range of diverse activities including assignment and project work, case studies, workplace assessment,
role play and oral presentation. Learners should already possess a
good level of writing skills and they should be able to demonstrate
research skills. New technology is also embedded into learning
and assessment.
Each unit studied will be graded as pass, merit or distinction. This
course is equivalent to one A Level qualification.

Career opportunities and
progression
You can progress onto a range of jobs within Business related
areas or you can progress onto Higher Education courses such as
Degrees or Foundation Degrees.
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BTEC LEVEL 3
Health and Social Care

Course outline
This qualification is
suitable for learners who
wish to study a course
which is relevant to their
own lives and would
like to progress on to a
related career or Higher
Education. This course will
cover all sectors of Health
and Social Care including
those people who work
in and use play groups,
day nurseries, schools,
GP surgeries, hospitals
and residential and day
care for adults and older
people. The BTEC Level
3 Certificate is broadly
equivalent to one GCE AS
Level and the Subsidiary
Diploma is broadly
equivalent to one GCE A
Level.

What will I study?

BTEC LEVEL 3
Performing Arts

Course outline

Throughout the two years learners:
• develop confidence by learning independent skills
• develop Key Skills - highly valued by employers and Universities
• follow a programme of study that enables progression to both
Higher Education and employment in health, social care and
early years
• have an opportunity to apply learning in a practical and realistic
way
• develop skills, knowledge and understanding in health and
social care and gain a broad understanding of health and social
care working environments.

How will I be assessed?
Learners will study 6 units of work over two years, 3 mandatory
units and 3 optional units. All units will be assessed internally.
All units are assessed through a series of observations and
structured assessments. A summative unit grade can be awarded
at pass, merit or distinction. At present there is no examination in
this qualification.

Career opportunities and
progression
The skills learnt throughout this course are in great demand
by employers, Universities and Colleges. If learners choose
employment rather than higher education it can lead to a very
wide range of employment opportunities in the health and social
care sector including: social worker, carers and midwifery.
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What will I study?
This course will allow learners to:

A two year course consisting
of four units that cover:
Investigating Practitioners
Work, Developing Skills
and Techniques for Live
Performance, Group
Performance Workshop.
There is an optional unit
which will be decided
depending on the strengths
of the group.

• critically analyse the work of performing arts practitioners and
research how performance styles and methods that
characterise practitioner work are used to create and
communicate meaning and style
• understand the role and skills of a performer by developing
performance skills and technique for live performance
including: developing vocal skills, performance disciplines and
styles
• generate and explore ideas from stimulus and how to develop
and use them in performance. You will also develop and realise
creative ideas for a group performance in response to stimulus
• review and reflect on the effectiveness of the working process
and a workshop performance

How will I be assessed?
Learners will study 4 units of work over two years. All units will be
assessed internally. All units are assessed through a series of
observations and structured assessments. A summative unit
grade can be awarded at pass, merit or distinction. At present
there is no examination in this qualification.

Career opportunities and
progression
In addition to the performing arts sector-specific content, this
qualification provides learners with the opportunity to develop
all-round performance skills and transferable skills such as
self-confidence, self-presentation, personal discipline, time
management and organisational skills which are highly regarded
by Higher Education and employers.
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BTEC LEVEL 3
Public Services

Course outline
The Public Services
Subsidiary Diploma
Level 3 aims to help
develop the skills and
knowledge required to
gain employment in the
uniformed public services.
If you are interested in
a career in the Armed
forces, Fire & Rescue
Service, Police, Probation
Service, HM Customs &
Excise, Immigration, or any
public sector related job
or to progress into Higher
Education, then this is the
course for you.
This qualification
requires motivation and
a good academic level of
achievement as it gives
learners the opportunity
to progress into Higher
Education and throughout
the course learners
develop a range of skills,
techniques, personal
attributes and attitudes
essential for successful
performance in public
services careers.
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What will I study?
The course covers the following three mandatory units of work
plus two optional units based on career aspirations:
• Unit 1 – Government, Policies and the Public Services
• Unit 2 – Leadership and Teamwork in the Public Services
• Unit 3 – Citizenship, Diversity and the Public Services

How will I be assessed?
You should already possess a good level of writing skills and the
course is assessed by ongoing assignments including reports,
essays, booklets, discussions, case studies and presentations.
Practical activities are also assessed. Learners should be able
to demonstrate research skills and be self-motivated. New
technology is also embedded into learning and assessment, so
learners will be encouraged to electronically upload work to the
virtual learning environment.
Each unit studied will be graded as pass, merit or distinction. This
course is equivalent to one A Level qualification.

Career opportunities and
progression
You can progress onto a range of jobs within the public services
sector or you can progress onto Higher Education courses such as
Degrees or Foundation Degrees.
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BTEC LEVEL 3
Sport

Course outline
The BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary
Diploma in Sport is a
qualification designed to
give you the opportunity to
complete coursework and
practical tasks based on
realistic situations linked to
working in a variety of sports
related and public service
environments. This course
will allow learners to achieve
the equivalent of 1 A Level
grade A-E. This qualification
is largely recognised and
accepted by further and
higher education centres.

What will I study?
Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Sport is a 60 credit qualification
that consists of 7 units that provide for a combined total of 60
credits.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Principles of Anatomy and Physiology in Sport
Leadership in Sport
Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise
Psychology for Sports Performance
The Physiology of Fitness
Outdoor and Adventurous Activities
Assessing Risk in Sport

How will I be assessed?
Learners will study 7 units of work over two years. All units will be
assessed internally. All units are assessed through a series of observations and structured assessments. A summative unit grade
can be awarded at pass, merit or distinction. At present there is no
examination in this qualification.

Career opportunities and
progression
The BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in Sport provides an introduction
to the sector for learners looking to build a career in sport or
enter Higher Education, within one of its occupational areas.
These areas include careers in exercise and fitness, coaching,
sports development and the outdoors and Public Services.
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WELSH BACCALAUREATE

Course outline
Throughout the Sixth Form,
learners will work towards
achieving the Advanced
Welsh Baccalaureate
Qualification, which
consists offour components:
The Enterprise and
Employability Challenge,
The Community Challenge,
The Global Citizenship
Challenge and the Individual
Project. This qualification
provides learners with the
opportunity to develop a
range of transferrable skills
and promote independent
learning, both of which
are invaluable for Higher
Education and the world of
work.

What will I study?
Throughout the Sixth Form, learners will complete the following
components:
• The Enterprise and Employability Challenge (20%)
– Learners will work in teams to develop enterprising skills
and attributes, and enhance employability. Learners will
develop skills in Numeracy, Digital Literacy, Creativity
and Innovation and Personal Effectiveness.
• The Community Challenge (15%) – Learners will identify,
develop and participate in opportunities that will benefit a
community. Throughout, learners will develop skills in Planning
and Organisation and Personal Effectiveness.
• The Global Citizenship Challenge (15%) – Learners will be
given opportunities to understand and respond appropriately
to global issues. Learners will develop skills in Literacy, Critical
Thinking and Problem Solving and Creativity and Innovation.
• The Individual Project (50%) – Learners will carry out
a research activity with an emphasis on future educational
or career aspirations, writing a 5,000 word dissertation that
incorporates primary and secondary information and data.
Learners will develop skills in Literacy, Numeracy, Digital 		
Literacy, Planning and Organisation, and Critical Thinking and
Problem Solving.

How will I be assessed?
The three Challenges will be completed under controlled
assessment conditions, and portfolios of work will be externally
moderated.

Career opportunities and
progression
The Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification develops a range of skills
that are invaluable for higher education and the world of work.
The qualification is prominent in University offers, and offers
an array of experiences that can be valuable on employment
applications, CVs and UCAS applications.
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What Our Students Say
“I would strongly recommend
Tonyrefail Sixth Form to all
students as they strive to ensure
that you feel part of the school
from the very first day. I felt
settled at Tonyrefail as soon as
I arrived and this is evidenced
by the fact I have been lucky
enough to become Head Boy.”
- Brad Francis Head Boy, Porth
“I chose to stay on for sixth
form because of the school’s
outstanding A Level results and
the experience I would gain. I
aspire to achieve good grades in
my A Levels and go on to study
mathematics at a Russell group
university. I strongly believe
that Tonyrefail can help me
reach my goal. The sixth form
allows students to access a vast
range of facilities for working
and socialising, where we all
instantly made friends with
those who came from other
schools. I’ve met so many new
friends that share the same
interests and values as myself.
- Abby Lawless, Tonyrefail
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“I chose to attend Tonyrefail
Community as the schools
standards are very high. The
pass rates are amongst the
highest in South Wales and
the modernisation of the new
school and facilities provides
a fresh opportunity in which
to continue my education. The
School has encouraged me to
get into the Seren Programme.
The school is a community for
students of all abilities and
interests and the access to
facilities such as the leisure
centre made it the right option
for me.”
- Harry Kenealy, Ferndale
“I have chosen to go to
Tonyrefail Sixth Form because
of its high standard of education
and its positive attitudes to
every aspect of school life.
My future aspirations are to
study Law at University and I
believe that Tonyrefail can help
me reach my targets because
of their exceptional teaching
standards.”
- Caitlin Bray, Ysgol Nantgwyn
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HOW TO APPLY

Step 1 - Find the right course
Check out our wide range of courses by visiting our website
www.tcs.cymru
For further help choosing your courses:
• Attend our open evening at 4:30 pm – 6:30pm on Tuesday 29th
January 2019 at our Enfys (Primary) building.
• Talk to your careers adviser
• Phone the school on 01443 670647

Step 2 - Apply
When you have found the courses that you wish to apply for,
download and complete the application form on the school
website and return it to seniorschool@tcs.cymru

Step 3 - Admission session
You will be invited to a discussion with the Head of Senior School
who will visit your school. During this visit, you will discuss your
choices and get advice on the best courses for you.

Step 4 - Enrolment
You will then be invited to enrol and we will help you with any
applications for transport, free meals, grants or any equipment
that you will need for your courses.
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